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Mr. Larry Thompson
2319 McGalliard
Bishop, California 93514

Dear Mr. Thompson:

Thank you for your letter dated January 25, 2002, bringing to my attention the matter of a letter
to Governor Gray Davis signed by employees of the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS). There
were two persons identified in the signatures as USGS employees, Lisa Lyren and Chris Haas.
Upon investigation, we find that the employees did not consent to the use of their names in
association with the USGS, nor was there authorization for use of the USGS logo.

Following the symposium hosted by the California Wilderness Coalition (CWC) in November
2000, some of the participants decided to submit a letter to Governor Davis summarizing the
results of the conference. This was done independently of the symposium and was not advocated
by the USGS employees involved. After the letter was drafted, Lisa Lyren and Chris Haas, both
junior, noncarcer employees of the USGS, were asked to sign it by a representative of CWC.
They both replied that they would only sign the draft letter as private citizens, not as USGS
employees. In fact, the request for signatures from the CWC was sent to their persopal e-mail
accounts. Both Ms. Lyren and Mr. Haas signed a blank piece of paper that was mailed to CWC
using private stationery, postage, and on their own time. The representative of the CWC then
scanned the signatures and inserted them into the draft letter. The draft was apparently sent to
the San Francisco office of The Nature Conservancy where the USGS affiliations and logo were
added to the final letter. Neither the use of the affiliation nor the logo was authorized by the
employees involved or anyone else in USGS.

We were unaware that we had been misrepresented until we received your letter, Both

Ms. Lyren and Mr. Haas were acting as private citizens, Immediately upon being informed

of this misrepresentation, both employees submitted letters to the CWC asking that their names
and affiliations be removed from the letter.
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We ‘ap'pl‘ed?te your bringing this matter to our attention. Our credibility as scientists is
diminished if we are not known for providing objective, impartial, peer-reviewed science to our

.

clients and the public at all times. If you need additiona] information please let me know.

Sincerely,
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Charles G. Groat
Director



