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Apeil 30, 2001

The Honorable Gray Davis
California State Capitol
Sacramento, CA 95814

Dear Governor Davis:

We are writing to alert you to a critical issue for California’s environment.
Wiidlife corridars, the linkages between habitat arcas that are necessary for the
preservation of our state’s biological diversity, are being lost at a rapid rate.
Unless we act now (o protect these corridors, our efforts to save much of
California’s native wildlife will likely fail. Because of your strong record of
support for congervation, we are asking for your help.

On Novernber 2, 2000, 150 scientists and land use professionals conducted a
symposium in San Diego or the most urgent needs for biological diversity
conservation in California. At this symposium, the participating scientists
identified fragmentation of wildlife habitats throughout the state a3 an enormous
threat to conservation. This problem is particularly acute in Southern California.
a recognized global “hotspot” of biclogical diversity, with its exceedingly rapid
population growth and highly fragmented natural habitats.

We, the undersigned scicntists from that symposium, want 10 Stress to you the
urgent need (o protect and restare habitat corridors and landscape linkages to
sustain California‘s native diversity. Under the pressure of ous growing human
population and associated urban sprawl, critical habitar connections are being
Iost daily. Without such links between existing protecied areas and other public
lands, biodiversity will degrade rapidly and we will lose some of the most
irmportant and charismatic specics found in our stase.

A large body of field research demonstrates that the cascading effect of losing
area-dependen species including top-camivores (mouniain lion, bobcat, badger,
and kit fox) and anadromous fish (salmon and sieelhead) - animals dependant on
intact habitat linkages - from regions of the state will result in the loss of a large
proportion of California’s native biological diversity over time. These specics
maintain countless others by ensuring the balance of nature both within and
outside protected areas. Further, the corridors themselves serve a3 important
habitats for memy important and rare species.



This jseue is fundamental for all of our witdlife conservation spending, [n
pasence, svery dollar gver spent to pretect aatural hebitats and wiidlife 1s
at risk if we do nol work now to preserve and restore the landscape
connectans that will sustain these areas over time.

We greatly apareciate your support for prowecting California’s remarka.e
~atural heritage. We urge you 1o sonsider the importance of our findings
aad to invest i the long-term preservarion of biological diversity By
provecting the “missing linkages™ of our swte, We stand ready 1o assistin
f1y way wWa o,

Sincersly.
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Allison Alberis, Ph D,

Hezd of Ecelogy and Applied Conscrvation
Center For Reproduction of Endangered Specics
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Steve Anderson
Forest Service, Sauthern California Conservation Strategy
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AMEC Earth and Environmental, Ine.

- o7
( Gneem TAMNGTS

Camaeron Barrowa
Southermn California Regional Director
Ceater for Nawral Lands Managemept
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Pawl Beier, Ph.D,
Schonl of Forestry
Morthern Ajirons Univereity

Dpnels Bokl

Carole Bell
Sanws Rosa Platcau
Tha Nature Conservansy
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Liape Benson
Tiie Nature Cangervancy
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Piste Bloom
Westem Foundation far Vertchrate Zoology
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Eill Bonrmm, Ph.D.
Adjunct Professar, Biclogy
University of California, Riverside
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Robert Brothers, PRD.
Legacy: The Landecape Connection
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Tyavad Catr
Chambarg Group, Inc.
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John Clecker
lndependent Bialogical Consultant
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Robin Cox ;
The Nature Consgrvancy
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Kevin Crooks fh.D)

Depanment of Wildlife Tcology
University of Wisconyin, Madison

Hathy Daly, M.E.M,
The Wildlands Project
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Pawn Dickman
Bidlogist
Cownty of Sap Diego
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Shana Dodd
Cmtef for Nmral Lands Management
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Jeff Dunk
USDA Forest Harvice
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Paul Edalmun
nvountains Reercation and Conservation Aothority
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Scott Fleury
Ogden l:.nvmnmental



Jobn Galla
Conception Coast Project
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Elizabeth ll:ray
The Natuze Conservaney
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Ed Grombine, PhD
Univerty of Califormia, Samta Cruz
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Chris Haas
LISGS - Blological Resources Division

/6L o

Ruskin Hartley
Suve the Ridwoods Lexgue
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Sicrra Hayden
San Dicgo State University

Jodi Hllty N
University of Californla, Berkeley
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Verna Jigowy
Ventana Wildlands Project

Paul Jorgensen
Resource Ecologist
California Sigte Parks Colorado Desert District
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Patrick Kelly, Ph.D.| Director
Endangered Species Recovery Program
Califomia State University, Stanislaus
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Liza Lyren
USGS -~ Biological Resources Divikion
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M. A Sanjiyan, Ph.1).
Director of Cunservation Science
The Nature Conservancy

Craig Mayor C >

Associats Virector ul?a;nmwaﬂun Plantting
The Namr: Conservuncy
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Thomas Oberbauer
Environmental Resource Manager
County of San Diego
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Michast O'Connell
The Naturs Conservency
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JeT Opdycka
Center for Reproduction of Endangerad Species
Znolngm:l Society of San Disgo

flecd £

Kristeen [mrod ‘
South Coast Wildlands Project
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Rick Raybum -
Chief, Watural Resources [vision
Califomin Department of Parks and Recreation
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Esther Rubin, Ph.D.

Center for Reproduction of Endangered Species
Zoologicsl Society of San Diego



Crlberio Rutiz
Semior Planner
Southerm Calilomia Association of Govermnments
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Tarya Sagar
San Disgo Tracking Team
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David Schaul
Manager, Natural Herifago Soction
Califorma Daparttuent of Parks and Recreation

Joe Schuitz
Bureau of Land Managemant

Gary Smith
Lassen Nationul Forest
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Trish Seith
The Nature Conservancy
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Michael Soule, Ph.ID.

Sciemce Direciar
The Wildlunds Pruject



et

L) ,
f"!a‘-SL AL~
/7

\""h- —

Wmyme Spencer
Conservation Biology Inatitute

.. é’/}ffg_

Markus Spiegelberg
Cwnrer for Naural L.ands Mapagement
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Califorgia Wilderanss Caaltion
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J%Tcﬁ\éf Ann Stalleup
Conservation Biclogy Institure
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sue Townserd, Ph D
Live Cak Asiociztes
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Rick Tres
USDA Foruit Service, Pacific Southwest Rasearch Station
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Harmut Walter, Ph.D.
Depurment of Geography
University of Califormia, Los Angeles
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Fixamme Wehran
Caagtsl Land 'Tros
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Terry Weiner
(hair, Lond Use Commiitee
Sierra Club/Desert Protection Counei]
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Hart Welsh
LISIDA Forest Scrvice, Redwond Scieaces Laboratory
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Dian Williams, s 0,

Professor of Zoology and Coordinator

Fndangercd Species Racovery Program
Diepurtmene of Biological Sclences

California State Universty, Stanislaug
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John Woodbury
bBay Arca Open Space Councd

Cindy Zabel, Ph. D,
Rescarch Biologiat and Adjunct Professor

LU'SDA Forest Service, "acific Southwest Raseurch Station
Humbolds Stave University

Bill Zielinaky Ph.D.
USDA Forest Service, Redwood Sciences Lab



